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For some time now I’ve been pushing the idea that facilitating a way for philanthropy and
social cause experts to share their knowledge with individual donors is the big opportunity
in philanthropy. The Tactical Philanthropy Knowledge Network is our effort to tackle this
problem. Another effort is under way by a group called Philanthropedia.

Philanthropedia surveys foundation professionals about the best nonprofits in a given
sector and then presents the top ranked organizations to users of their service. Unlike
many other ranking methodologies in which a relatively small set of indicators is applied
across a variety of groups, Philanthropedia is leveraging the wisdom of experts (not
crowds!) in order to access the qualitative evaluation process that is inherently at the heart
of great grantmaking.

Philanthropedia’s first focus area was Education (they’ve also completed San Francisco
bay area homelessness, Climate Change and are working on microfinance). After
surveying 39 experts using a methodology developed by RAND called the Delphi Method,
they published a list of eight outstanding organizations. They also include profiles of the
groups, what the experts saw as strengths and what they saw as areas of improvement, as
well as comments from beneficiaries. They also include information on the experts as a
group as well as giving individual bios.

To be clear, | do not think that a donor should fund an organization just because a bunch of
experts like it. Experts fall into “group think” all the time and some of the organizations
the experts like may simply be popular with their peers. But | do believe strongly that the
work Philanthropedia is doing offers an outstanding way for donors to find organizations to
look at more closely.

We need a lot more projects with this sort of focus. Today there are 5,000 staffed
foundations employing thousands of professional program officers. Yet this group only
controls 13% of annual charitable giving. On the other side we have millions of individual
donors who control 82% of annual charitable giving and yet have limited access to good
knowledge about how to give well and to whom they should give.

We need to find ways to disperse the knowledge of professional grantmakers so that it can
inform individual donors.
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Liz: | completely get your column. We have
taken this idea and made a site where
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Jeff Mason: Well said George! This is why
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nonprofits. These are...

Liz Wainger: Loved this post. Cogent,
rational about a complex subject.

Ingvild Bjornvold: Nice conclusion - that is
what | call performance management. 1)
Clear, reasonable, theory...

Maureen: Wonderful, clear, logical, love it.

Wayan: Hmm... also | don’t think the 6
degrees of separation works all that well with
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Press Coverage

9/11/09 - San Francisco Business Times: New
firm bets donors will pay for advice A profile
of Tactical Philanthropy Advisors.

9/8/09 - Christian Science Monitor: How
charities harness social media for a social
impact A profile of how nonprofits are using
Twitter. Quotes Sean on why Web 2.0 is
important for nonprofits.

9/4/09 - Alliance Magazine: From a blog and
a wealth advisory firm comes Tactical
Philanthropy Advisors The philanthropy and
social investing magazine Alliance covers the
launch of Tactical Philanthropy Advisors.

9/3/09 - Philanthropy UK: Philanthropy
blogger launches advisory firm The leading
publication on UK based philanthropy writes
up Tactical Philanthropy Advisors.

8/31/09 - Wall Street Journal: Carving A
Niche In Philanthropic Assets The Wall
Street Journal profiles the launch of Tactical
Philanthropy Advisors.

Blogs | Read Everyday

A. Fine Blog

Andrew Wolk’s Blog

Asian American Giving

Bob Ottenhoff Blog

Cause Global

Communications Network blog

Dan Pallotta

2/4



10/9/2009

tacticalphilanthropy.com/.../philanthro...

Philanthropedia | Tactical Philanthropy

Fuel for the Field

Give and Take

Ken’s Commentary
Philanthropy 2173
PhilanTopic

Philosopher 2.0

Sasha Dichter’s Blog
Social Entrepreneurship @ Change.org
Social Velocity

SSIR Blog

The GiveWell Blog

The Philanthropic Family
VAELUES - The Blog

Archives
| Select Month ||

Categories
#cof09

#COFannconf09

2007COF

Capital Market Philanthropy
Chronicle of Philanthropy
Chronicle of Philanthropy Column
COF2008

Community Foundations
Corporate Philanthropy
Cross-Disciplinary Conversations
Design Thinking

Discounts

Effective Giving

Ensemble Capital Management
Evaluation

Financial Times Column
Foundations

Fundraising

Giving Blogs

Giving Circles

Grantmaking

Guest Post

Impact Measurement
Individual Giving

Information Sharing
Innovation

Jacob Harold

Long-Term Philanthropy
Media

Mental Health Break

3/4



10/9/2009

tacticalphilanthropy.com/.../philanthro...

Philanthropedia | Tactical Philanthropy

design by

microfinance

Mission Related Investing
multimedia

n2y2

N2Y3

N2Y4

New Philanthropy

Nonprofit Compensation
nonprofits

nptech

One Post Challenge

Open Source Philanthropy
Philanthrocapitalism
Philanthropic Capital Markets
Philanthropic Equity
Philanthropic Investment Strategy
Philanthropic Technology
Philanthropy

Philanthropy Books
Philanthropy Jobs

podcast

Prize Philanthropy
Resources

SoCap2008

Social Enterprise

Social Entrepreneurship
Social Media

Speaking

Spreading Ideas

Storytelling

Tactical Philanthropy
Tactical Philanthropy Advisors
Tactical Philanthropy Forum
Tactics

The Giving Carnival
Transparency

Venture Philanthropy

video

Volunteering

Youth

| wordpress development by

4/4



