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For some time now I’ve been pushing the idea that facilitating a way for philanthropy and

social cause experts to share their knowledge with individual donors is the big opportunity

in philanthropy. The Tactical Philanthropy Knowledge Network is our effort to tackle this

problem. Another effort is under way by a group called Philanthropedia.

Philanthropedia surveys foundation professionals about the best nonprofits in a given

sector and then presents the top ranked organizations to users of their service. Unlike

many other ranking methodologies in which a relatively small set of indicators is applied

across a variety of groups, Philanthropedia is leveraging the wisdom of experts (not

crowds!) in order to access the qualitative evaluation process that is inherently at the heart

of great grantmaking.

Philanthropedia’s first focus area was Education (they’ve also completed San Francisco

bay area homelessness, Climate Change and are working on microfinance). After

surveying 39 experts using a methodology developed by RAND called the Delphi Method,

they published a list of eight outstanding organizations. They also include profiles of the

groups, what the experts saw as strengths and what they saw as areas of improvement, as

well as comments from beneficiaries. They also include information on the experts as a

group as well as giving individual bios.

To be clear, I do not think that a donor should fund an organization just because a bunch of

experts like it. Experts fall into “group think” all the time and some of the organizations

the experts like may simply be popular with their peers. But I do believe strongly that the

work Philanthropedia is doing offers an outstanding way for donors to find organizations to

look at more closely.

We need a lot more projects with this sort of focus. Today there are 5,000 staffed

foundations employing thousands of professional program officers. Yet this group only

controls 13% of annual charitable giving. On the other side we have millions of individual

donors who control 82% of annual charitable giving and yet have limited access to good

knowledge about how to give well and to whom they should give.

We need to find ways to disperse the knowledge of professional grantmakers so that it can

inform individual donors.
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